
 

SOUTHERN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION ASSOCIATION 
Annual Meeting: February 8-10, 2026 

Omni Hotel & Resorts, Amelia Island, Florida 
 

 
SUNDAY, February 8 

 

Time Location Event 

1:00 – 3:00 pm 
Live Oak 

Room & Foyer 

Pre Conference Session: Navigating the Path, Insights for New 
Deans 
 

Description: An interactive discussion for new deans with 
experienced deans. Topics include overcoming challenges, effective 
leadership strategies, relationship-building, and balancing strategic 
and operational roles. Gain insights and network with peers. 
 

Who should attend: New deans with 0 - 5 years’ experience 
 
Facilitators:  
Mary Lois White, Louisiana State University - Shreveport 
Julie Petherbridge, Mercer University 
and others 

3:00 – 5:00 pm 
Cumberland 

Lobby 

Registration 
Brooke Goolsby, James Madison University 

Jay Claybrook, The University of Alabama 

 

Welcome gift, sponsored by: Valdosta State University 

3:00 – 4:00 pm 
Hibiscus 

Boardroom 
SBAA Board Meeting 

5:45 – 6:00 pm 
FloraBelle 

Terrace 

Newcomer Meet and Greet – For all first-time attendees:  engage 
with other first-time attendees and members of the SBAA Board. 
 
Sponsored by: Louisiana State University - Shreveport 

6:00 – 10:00 pm 
FloraBelle 

Room & 
Terrace 

 
Super Bowl Watch Party (SBAA Reception & Dinner) – For All 
Attendees and Registered Guests 
 
Kick off the Annual Meeting with a Super Bowl Watch Party!  
 

Wear your favorite team’s gear and enjoy a relaxed evening of 
fellowship and game viewing, beginning with the 6:00–7:00 
reception, followed by dinner and networking as you cheer on the 
winning team. Connect with peers in a fun, informal setting and build 
lasting relationships. 
 
Reception sponsored by: Austin Peay State University 
 
Dinner sponsored by: The Citadel 
 

  



 

 
MONDAY, February 9 

 

Time Location Event 

7:30 – 11:00 am 
Cumberland 

Lobby 
Registration 

7:30 – 8:30 am 
Cumberland 

B 

Breakfast 
 
Sponsored by: The University of Alabama 

8:30 – 8:45 am 
Cumberland 

A 

 
Welcome, Introduction and Overview 
 

Thomas Payne, SBAA President, Tennessee Tech University 
Julie Petherbridge, SBAA VP of Programs, Mercer University  
 

8:45 – 10:00 am 
Cumberland 

A 

 
Keynote:  
New Coke & Beyond: Lessons in Brand Positioning 
 
Presenter:  Jerry Wilson, Founder and CEO of JSW Business 
Consulting, LLC, and former Senior Vice President of The Coca-Cola 
Company 
 
Introduction: Julie Petherbridge 
 
Keynote sponsored by: Mercer University 
 

10:00 – 10:15 am 
Cumberland 

Lobby  

 
Morning Break  
 
Sponsored by: Middle Georgia State University 
 

 
Concurrent Sessions (2) 

 

10:15 – 11:00 am 
Cumberland  

C 

 
Gamification in Business Education: A Framework for Student 
Engagement 
 
Presenters from Merrilee Alexander Kick College of Business and 
Entrepreneurship, Texas Woman’s University:   
 
Pushkala Raman, Senior Associate Dean of Academic Affairs & 
Professor of Marketing 
Zhen Li, Associate Dean for Accreditation & Associate Professor  
 
Moderator: Shar Self, Sam Houston State University 
 

  



 

 
MONDAY, February 9 (cont’d) 

 

10:15 – 11:00 am 
Cumberland 

A 

Panel Discussion 
Forging the Future: How Executive Education Drives Innovation 
and Impact Across Curriculum, Campuses, and Communities 
 
Panelists: 
Meagan E. Baskin, Director and Associate Professor of Management  
Southwest Florida Leadership Institute, Florida Gulf Coast University, 
Lutgert College of Business 
Jon A. Kaupla, Associate Dean & Executive Director, Center for 
Executive and Leadership Education, University of South Florida, 
Muma College of Business 
Rony Shir, Associate Dean, Lifelong Learning & Executive Education 
University of Miami, Herbert Business School 
 
Moderator: Anthony Nelson, North Carolina Central University 

 
Concurrent Sessions (2) 

 

11:10 – 11:55 am 
Cumberland  

C 

Empowering Students with Financial Literacy: A Multipronged 
Approach 
 
Presenters from University of Louisiana, Lafayette:  
Brian Bolton, Interim Dean, Professor & Endowed Chair of Finance 
Dione Davis, Associate Dean for Strategy & Impact 
 
Moderator: Bret Becton, The University of Southern Mississippi 

2:15 -3:00 pm 
Cumberland 

A 

Panel Discussion 
Level-Up: A Revolutionary Approach to Career Readiness 
 
Panelists from Tennessee Tech University:  
Sean Alley, Chairperson and Professor, Department of Economics, 
Finance & Marketing 
Sherrie Cannon, Associate Director, Professional Readiness and 
Leadership Center 
Chelsea Dowell, Lecturer, Department of Economics, Finance & 
Marketing 
 
Moderator:  Coco Wu, Tennessee Tech University 

12:00 -1:00 pm 
Cumberland 

B 

Lunch & Guest Speaker 
 

Navigating AI Ethics: A Playbook for Business School Leaders  
Presenter: Joshua Jones, CEO, QuantHub 
 
Moderator: Julie Petherbridge, Mercer University  
 
Lunch sponsored by: James Madison University 



 

 
MONDAY, February 9 (cont’d) 

 

Time Location Event 

 
Session 

 

1:15-2:00 pm 
Cumberland  

A 

Societal Impact Presentation 
Selma Resilience Initiative: Culverhouse College of Business 
Societal Impact Project 
  
Presenter: Kay Palan, Dean, The University of Alabama, Culverhouse 
College of Business 
 
Moderator: Michael Weeks, The Citadel 

 
Concurrent Sessions (2) 

 

2:15 – 3:00 pm 
Cumberland  

A 

Curricular Innovation for a Volatile World: Reimagining 
Curricula to Prepare Students for Uncertainty, Complexity, and 
Rapid Change 
 
Presenters from University of Dallas:  
Julie Fulmore, Associate Dean of Faculty Affairs & Curriculum 
Development, Associate Professor of Management  
J. Lee Whittington, Dean & Professor of Management 
 
Moderator: Mickey Hepner, Austin Peay State University 

2:15 – 3:00 pm 
Cumberland  

C 

Group Discussion 
Development of and Ongoing Improvements to Executive Doctor 
of Business Administration Programs and Executive MBA 
Programs 
 
Moderator: J. Doug Barrett, University of North Alabama 

3:00 - 3:15 pm 
Cumberland 

Lobby 

Afternoon Break  
 
Sponsored by: Sam Houston State University 

3:30 pm 
Meet in Hotel 

Lobby 

 
Depart for Field Trip (two shuttles) 
 

3:45 - 6:00 pm Tour 

 
Fort Clinch State Park 
 
Sponsored by: Tennessee Tech University  
 

  



 

 
TUESDAY, February 10 

 

Time Location Event 

7:30 – 8:30 am 
Cumberland 

B 

Breakfast 
 

Sponsored by: University of Texas Arlington 

8:30 – 9:00 am 
Cumberland 

A 

Town Hall Meeting 
 

Thomas Payne, SBAA President, Tennessee Tech University 
Julie Petherbridge, SBAA VP Programs, Mercer University 
Daniel Hall, Dean, SBAA VP Marketing, High Point University 
Kay Palan, SBAA Secretary/Treasurer, The University of Alabama 
Paul Schwager, SBAA VP Member Services, College of Charleston 

9:00 – 10:00 am 
Cumberland 

A 

Panel Discussion 
Designing for Adaptability: A Workshop on Building Resilient 
Business Schools - shares strategies for developing adaptive 
institutions through integrated approaches to student success, 
faculty engagement, and AI integration. 
 

Panelists:  
Khaled Aboulnasr, Chair, Department of Marketing, Professor of 
Marketing, Florida Gulf Coast University 
Vivek Bhargava, Associate Dean, Florida Gulf Coast University 
Mathew Sheep, Associate Dean, Florida Gulf Coast University 
Jennifer Manegold, Chair and Associate Professor of Management, 
Florida Gulf Coast University 
Catherine Whelan, Professor of Accounting, Accreditation Manager, 
Middle Georgia State University 
 

Moderator: Chris Westley, Florida Gulf Coast University 

10:00 – 11:00 am 
Cumberland 

A 
AACSB Update - Tim Mescon, Vice President Americas, Growth and 
Engagement for AACSB 

11:00 am 
Cumberland 

Lobby 

Grab & Go Snacks  
 
Sponsored by: University of West Georgia 

SBAA 2026 ANNUAL MEETING CONCLUDES 

 

Printed Program sponsored by: Western Kentucky University 

In-room Meeting Refreshments sponsored by: Queens University of Charlotte 

General Event sponsors: High Point University, The University of Southern Mississippi,  

The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, University of North Alabama 
 

Corporate Sponsor: QuantHub 
 

Preparing for a Dean Search Seminar sponsor: North Carolina Central University 
 

Hope to see you all in July at the 2026 SBAA Summer Workshop in Louisville, Kentucky! 
 

 


